[The knowledge of the obligatory reporting of diseases among health professionals].
In order to assess what different health care workers (mainly physicians and nursing staff) know about the reporting of communicable diseases, with special emphasis on diseases that must be urgently reported, four groups were interviewed about this health information system (91 persons, who took part in different Public Health Seminars during the periods 1989-90 and 1990-91). The total mean score was 16.6 +/- 5.2, in a quantitative scale ranging from 0 to 27 points. Cholera was the communicable disease with the highest percentage of correct answers concerning the knowledge of its reporting (100% in two groups), while typhus was the disease with the lowest percentage (23%). The diversity of the results within the study groups suggests that it is necessary to insist on a continuous training on epidemiological surveillance and communicable diseases within Public Health activities in Catalonia.